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By Michelle Zipse / Resident
Thanks to Hidden Meadows for all 

your support with the Seller's Faire this 
year.  We were able to have 2 Faires 
this year. The first in October and the 
second in November.  There were many 
vendors offering lots of wares; crafts, 
jewelry, ties, tea towels, succulents, 

fluid acrylic art, Christmas ornaments, 
wreaths, blankets and pillows.  The 
Seller's Faire was a little different 
in 2020.  Masks were required.  All 
participants used hand sanitizer before 
entering.  The booths were socially 
distanced.  We had a taco Food truck 
for each event.  

So a big THANK YOU to everyone 
who came to visit the vendors, the food 
truck, to the vendors themselves and to 
all the volunteers.  

We hope to see everyone in 2021 
when we can have a full year of Seller's 
Faire events!

Seller’s Faire 2020
Volunteers: Dannielle Millikan, Dawn Korinak, Michelle Zipse, Lynn Wheeler & Organizer Linda Collins.

  hometown   monthly   publication   for   hidden   Meadows,   California

A skilled nursing facility in Escondido this week 
has the highest number of COVID-19 cases in San Di-
ego County. It was a “distinction” that the facility has 
achieved for two weeks in a row. 

As of Monday, the nursing facility had 150 resident 

cases so far. Fewer than 11 residents and no health-
care workers had died from the virus, according to the 
California Department of Public Health database. The 
facility has 180 beds. See the figures below to see the 
top five in the County.

Escondido nursing facility has highest 
number of COVID cases in County

Reo Vista Healthcare Center
6061 Banbury Street, San Diego
120 resident cases
48 health care workers - 
18 resident deaths

Country Hills Health Care
1580 Broadway, El Cajon
112 resident cases 63 health care workers
– 0 deaths
 
Avocado Post Acute
510 East Washington Avenue, El Cajon
106 resident cases 78 health care workers
– 18 deaths

By Linda Collins-Mitchell / Resident
Well, not everything.  But it sure felt 

like it!  After two door-busting Seller's 
Faires in October and November, we 
had to cancel our December event.  
(Oops, don't call it an event!  The 
permit is for a swap meet style activity 
with one way pedestrian flow.)  Our 
vendors were disappointed but all 
agreed it was the right decision.  Just 
a few days earlier, the state issued a 
Stay-at-Home order and our Faire 
would have gone against that order.

If you were hoping to buy something 
from a particular vendor such as Anna 
Royer's beautiful home decor and 
centerpieces or Randy Peck's funny 
wood signs or Chris Corcino's plants 
and succulents, just let me know and I 
can hook you up with the vendor.  Just 
email  hmsellersfaire@gmail.com.

I want to thank everyone who sup-
ported the record-breaking Faires in 
October and November.  We will be 
back in the March/April timeframe 
and will have 6-7 Faires during the 
season.  If you would like to be on our 
mailing list to get notifications about 
our upcoming events, send me an 
email at hmsellersfaire@gmail.com.  
Or if you'd like to volunteer to help, 
we'd love that too!

We are hoping to add a fundraising 
booth for the Foundation in 2021, 
where you all can donate baked goods, 
excess produce, and, well, just about 
anything for the Foundation to sell.  
We hope that people will go back to 
baking some of those goodies that can 
no longer be sold as an independent 
booth but were in high demand by 
many of our local cookie monsters.  
And, at the same time, the funds will 
help offset the insurance cost for the 
event.  (We can sell goodies as a bake-
sale type fundraiser but they cannot 
be sold by the individual bakers to 
the public without a Cottage Food 
Permit.)  If you have questions, guess 
what!?  You can email us at  hmsellers-
faire@gmail.com!

Titan and I are looking forward to 
visiting with all of you again.  It's one 
of Titan's favorite events.  (That could 
be because George always has treats 
for him!)  We miss all of you, and, 
well, any public interaction.  Come 
visit us at the March/April Faire!!

December was 
Cancelled!

Escondido Post Acute Rehab
421 East Mission Ave., Escondido
150 resident cases 89 health care workers

 
The Shores Post-Acute
2828 Meadow Lark Drive, San Diego
133 resident cases  72 health care workers
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By Michelle Zipse / Resident
Hidden Meadowers continue to become creative about celebrations.  Outside, 

masked and socially distanced people want to show their love and support for 
their friends.  Dave Van Summer's birthday was another opportunity for creativity.  
With the new lock down rules the Golf club is no longer allowing people to gather 
inside.  So outside is the only option.  

We hope it was a good one Dave!  
As we approach the end of 2020 we all look forward to the new year.  Let's hope 

that 2021 brings a vaccine and a return to the "normal". 
Stay safe everyone!  Happy 2021.

Birthday celebrations in Hidden Meadows at the Golf Club
In the front center are Awara and Dave Van Summer. (left to right) Rob Rodriguez, Jeff and Vickey Ciarlanti, Cherie Rogers, Cristine and David Zipse, Harlan Gruenstern. Beth Klein, to the back is Michelle and 
Erin Zipse, in front of them is Barb Zimmerman, James and Annette Gause and Greg and Val Fields and Lee is behind them.  Everyone is with their significant other, masked or properly social distanced. 

It is crockpot time year round at my humble abode, but when it is chilly 
outside, I REALLY love using it to make roasts and stews. This has to be 
the hands down, easiest recipe I have ever made. It took 5 minutes prep 
time, then cooked low and slow in my crock pot. Such a yummy dish served 
over potatoes or even on sone some ciabatta sandwich rolls! This is a fan-
tastic meal to serve to a crowd that is so beyond easy and delicious. Enjoy!

Serves 6
2 lbs pork tenderloin
1 packet ranch seasoning mix
1 packet au jus seasoning mix
6 pats of unsalted butter
8 whole pepperoncinis
1/4 cup juice from pepperoncinis
Salt/pepper

Mississippi Pork Roast

Put all ingredients in the crock-
pot and turn on low for 6 hours. 
Shred and serve over potatoes, on 
a sandwich or alone!
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Hidden Meadows
Handyman

Steve Lanpher 
Licensed & Insured

760-715-7633 CA B-1 304236

Home Exterior & Interior Painting
Deck Construction or Repairs

You name the problem
and let’s discuss it.

Many Local Referrals

Law Office of Diane Haisha-DeForest

SERVING HMN READERS SINCE 2001

Contact Lawyer Di
Diane Haisha-DeForest

Attorney / R.E. Broker / Notary

858-560-0776
Email: diane@lawyerdi.com • Website: lawyerdi.com

Let us help you start the New Year off with Peace of Mind.
Contact our office for an affordable Estate Plan.

Our sincere thanks to all of our past, present and future
estate planning clients for their business and referrals.

• Revocable Living Trusts • Last Will & Testaments • Durable Powers of Attorney
• Property Deeds • Probate • Advance Health Care Directives • Business Organizations

• Conservatorships • Trustee Removal • All Real Estate Services
• California Professional Trustee Services • Pre and Post Marital Agreements

Mobile services provided at no additional charge. (weekday, evening and weekend appointments available.)

Do it once, do it right!

HIDDEN MEADOWS NEWS

Deadline for local article submission: 
20th of the month for the next issue.

Photographs submitted for publication should be hi-resolution 
(300DPI), unmodified originals, jpeg format.  We cannot accept pho-

tos taken from social media sites such as Facebook.
Send drafts to Patricia Fox at:

LocalEditor@HiddenMeadows.news

Although we live in sunny San Diego, temperatures can drop low, particularly 
overnight. Add rain and snow, and animals will need special care. It’s important 
to keep pets warm and dry in the winter, even in Southern California. 

Here are 10 tips for giving animals extra TLC during winter cold:
1.  Keep pets inside at night and during chilly and rainy days. Their fur coats 

won’t always keep them warm.
 2.  When dogs need to go potty, go along to monitor how cold it is. If you are 

cold, chances are your dog is too, so make it a quick walk.
 3.  If your pets continue to spend time outside during the cold, make sure they 

have a dry, draft-free shelter large enough for them to stand and turn around, and 
bedding to help insulate them.

 4.  When grooming pets, keep their fur longer to provide added warmth. Some 
animals will be more comfortable with a sweater.

 5.  Staying warm requires extra calories. Talk to your veterinarian for advice on 
the proper diet for animals who spend time outdoors when the temperature drops.

 6.  If you feed animals outdoors, use plastic food and water bowls, since your 
pet’s tongue may stick and freeze to metal. Also, in the case of a rare cold spell, 
make sure water left outside doesn’t freeze.

 7.  Horses and other livestock need a rain and windbreak, cover, warm bedding, 
abundant high-quality feed and fresh water. Watch out for signs of frostbite and 
hypothermia: ice on body and limbs, shivering, weakness, and skin that changes 
to bright red, then to pale and black. Seek veterinary care immediately if these 
signs occur.

 8.  Parked cars may attract outdoor cats and small wildlife who crawl up under 
the hood looking for warmth. Bang on your car’s hood before starting your engine 
to scare any animals away.

 9.  Poisons frequently used in winter include antifreeze and rock salt. These 
aren’t as common in San Diego as elsewhere, so you may need to keep in mind 
when traveling. Clean up spills and wipe your dog’s paws to prevent licking and 
ingesting these. Contact your veterinarian if you see signs of toxic ingestion, 
which include excessive drooling, vomiting and depression.

 10. If you see a pet who’s not well cared for in the cold, politely share your con-
cern with their owner, because everyone doesn’t realize the risks of cold and wet 
weather. To report animal neglect, contact San Diego Humane Society’s Humane 
Law Enforcement at 619-299-7012 (press 1).

For more information, please visit sdhumane.org.

Humane Society offers pet 
safety tips for cold weather

By Michele Clock, San Diego County Risk Reduction Program Manager
Imagine you’re having chest pains, or you’ve taken a serious fall inside your 

home. What if no one could get to the front door to let firefighters in?
A new program is offering a back-up plan, to ensure your front door doesn’t 

stand in the way of getting help. 
San Diego County Fire’s Residential KnoxBox Program is now providing free 

lock boxes that will hold a spare copy of your house key. County Fire will install 
the box just outside the front door for quick fire department access. The boxes can 
only be opened by local firefighters responding to life-threatening emergencies. 
Fire personnel will be able to reach residents more quickly when seconds count.   

To qualify, residents must:
• Live in Deer Springs Fire Protection District, San Diego County Fire 

Authority, or Ramona Municipal Water District coverage areas.
• Be any of the following: 62 years old or older, have a disability, or need 

assistance with one or more Major Life Activity.
To apply, or for questions, contact San Diego County Fire at 858-974-5744 

or FireCRR@sdcounty.ca.gov. Applications and more information available at 
sandiegocounty.gov/sdcfa.

Via Deer Springs Fire Safe Council

New program offers Plan B for 
reaching residents in distress

Due to an increase in crimes in our community, we’re reactivating the Hidden 
Meadows Neighborhood watch organization. in cooperation with the San Diego 
Sheriff’s department. We encourage all of our neighbors to look out for each 
other and report all crimes to the Sheriff’s department, no matter how minor, as 
well as any suspicious activity that they observe. 

Please join our facebook group: Hidden Meadows Neighborhood Watch. We’ll 
share neighborhood information, safety tips, and news of future events.

Contact Info: Erik Tyler 442-235-9060 erikdtyler@gmail.com

Hidden Meadows 
Neighborhood Watch
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Sarah Sealey, President
Toni Wozmak, Secretary
Jane Glassett, Treasurer
Rob Enfield, Director
Patricia Fox, Director
Kathy Moore, Director
Kim Riha, Director
Paul Schoos, Director
Pete Tomaszek, Director

Neighbors Helping Neighbors
Christina Stendall, Chair
Communication
Patricia Fox, Chair
Median Maintenance
Paul Schoos, Chair
Social Groups
Toni Wozmak, Chair

HIDDEN MEADOWS COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

The State of California has launched the website for the CA Small Business 
COVID-19 Relief Grant Program. The first round of applications will be ac-
cepted from December 30, 2020 - January 8, 2021. The city of Escondido is 
encouraging as many local businesses as possible to apply.

Amber V. Tarrac, deputy director of economic development for the City of 
Escondido, said she is trying to spread the word about CaReliefGrants.com with 
local businesses now so they can prepare to apply when the application is live on 
December 30. “The goal with the outreach is to encourage as many as possible 
to put their names in the hat ASAP when the period opens tomorrow to help 
them during this difficult time.”

She added, “We have a grand total of 6,128 Escondido-based for-profit busi-
nesses and non-profit organizations that may meet the grant criteria to qualify 
for the CA state grant program.” That breaks down to 3,412 and 12 nonprofits 
that have an annual revenue of $100,000 or less; 2,141 for profits and 23 non-
profits that have an income between $100,000 and $1 million and 532 for profit 
and eight non profits that have an annual revenue of between $1 million and 
$2.5 million.

The FAQ page is being updated regularly, so check there with questions.  For 
assistance applying when the application period opens on Dec 30, please find 
the program partners for San Diego County here.

https://careliefgrant.com/partner/san-diego/
The California Small Business COVID-19 Relief Grant Program (the “Pro-

gram”) provides micro grants ranging from $5,000 to $25,000 to eligible small 
businesses and nonprofits impacted by COVID-19 and the related health and 
safety restrictions. 

On November 30, 2020, Governor Newsom and the State Legislature an-
nounced the allocation of $500 million to the Program to be administered by the 
California Office of the Small Business Advocate (CalOSBA) at the Governor’s 
Office of Business and Economic Development.  Lendistry has been designated 
by the state to act as the intermediary for the Program to disburse the grant 
funds.

Lendistry is a minority-owned and technology-enabled small business and 
commercial real estate lender. Certified by the United States Department of 
Treasury as a CDFI and a Community Development Entity (CDE), and a mem-
ber of the Federal Home Loan Bank of San Francisco, Lendistry can secure key 
sources of long-term and low-cost capital such as the New Markets Tax Credit, 
CDFI Bond Fund, and loan guarantees. Lendistry and its nonprofit partner or-
ganization, The Center by Lendistry, supports small business owners because 
when locally-owned businesses grow, their communities thrive with them.

Escondido small businesses 
can apply for relief program

By Linda Collins-Mitchell / Resident
Many of you read about my caretak-

ing of Dad, who we lost in July.   An 
upside to COVID, we ended up keep-
ing him at home with us because visi-
tors weren't allowed at any of the care 
facilities.  I am so glad I got to spend 
those last couple of months with him as 
difficult as they were.

Then when things were settling down 
my brother had surgery that didn't go 
well and he ended up staying with 
us for a month.  We had him back in 
emergency three times while he was 
here.  And while one might complain 
about the 5 hour wait at Palomar,  my 
brother said it was light years better 
than the hospital in El Centro and even 
better than Pioneer Hospital in Brawley.

And as we talk about diversity and 
inclusion this year, to me it was strik-
ing how in a largely Hispanic and low 
income community, the hospital care 
was of such low quality.  One wonders if 
that might be a contributor to the higher 
death rates in those communities.

As we turn the corner into 2021, we 
hope that COVID will be on the down-
hill slope and that many of us can move 
towards a more normal life.  I miss the 
social interaction from work and from 
community meetings and events.  I will 

be working from home throughout the 
spring semester at CSUSM as we won't 
have any significant on-campus activity.  
But I hope to start planning some events 
for the Hidden Meadows Women's 
Social Group (hmwsg92026@gmail.
com) and get the Seller's Faire going 
again in March/April. 

I hope the golf course will continue 
with Friday Food trucks.  And I am 
looking forward to checking out the 
new grill at the Market.  I should thank 
Shari at the Market for supporting the 
Seller's Faire with free coffee for the 
volunteers, hand sanitizer and bottled 
water for the team.  In the new year, 
I hope to involve both the Market and 
the Deli to support our Foundation 
Fundraising booth.  And to find a way 
to return the favor to Mr. Kim for letting 
us use the parking lot at no cost.

Oh, my I am getting all wound up 
just thinking about the possibilities for 
the new year!  What great things do 
you have planned?  Who will you help, 
support, encourage?  How will you 'give 
back'?  I'd love to hear what you all are 
doing.  And encourage you to send an 
article to localeditor@hiddenmeadows.
news about your volunteer work and 
your favorite organizations to support!

Happy New Year!

2020 was quite a year!
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Established 21 years in Hidden Meadows

Cleaning Services Residential & Commercial
New Construction & Remodel Final Cleanup

Free Estimates • Licensed

(760) 525-5204Great Referrals! 760-708-6275
www.gsccoatings.com

License # 1050097
Concrete Resurfacing

4x stronger than epoxy
Will not chip or peel
15 year Residential Warranty
100% Antibacterial & Antimicrobial 
UV Resistant
Crack Repair

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Before After

Before After

GENE CARRANZA
Hidden Meadows Resident

Before

After

By Paul Schoos / Resident
 (Editor’s Note: A Permanent Road Division (PRD) is a district formed under 

California State Law by area property owners for the purpose of maintaining and/
or improving their private roads. PRD 102 is responsible for the maintenance of 
nineteen private roads in Hidden Meadows totaling 6.24 miles, starting at Vista 
Montanoso / Rocky Ridge, and covering most paved roads to the north. For more 
background on the Hidden Meadows PRD see the May 2020 edition of Hidden 
Meadows News – available online at  https://www.hiddenmeadows.news/.) 

With the onset of winter and end of the preventive maintenance season, it seems 
like a good time to talk about work that has been completed in the PRD since 
our last column appeared in the June 2020 edition of the Hidden Meadows News.

With post-rainy season repairs wrapped up in the springtime, attention turned to 
pro-active maintenance. Working with our limited budget and input from county 
advisors, we determined the priority project for last summer would address long-
term deterioration on North View Lane. It was decided to apply a “slurry seal” to 
the roadway. More durable than the common seal coat, a slurry seal is a mixture 
of water, asphalt emulsion, aggregate (very small crushed rock), and additives 
that is supposed to provide a new wear surface with a life of five to eight years.

All together, one-half mile of North View Lane was treated, the entire length of 
the road from Mountain Meadow up to North View Court, for a total cost of just 
over $20,000. This work, added to projects completed in 2019 on Vista Montanoso/
Rocky Road and Oat Hill Road, brings the total treated with slurry seal to just 
about 1.25 miles or about 20% of the PRD’s area of responsibility.

Money spent on preventive treatment is always a good investment and we try to 
allocate a portion of each year’s budget to PM. Unfortunately required repairs often 
leave few funds available for other work. With slurry seal costs currently around 
$40K per mile we would need to spend half of our annual budget on preventive 
maintenance to treat all PRD roads every eight years, an amount difficult to count 
on being available. Hopefully, next spring when we prepare the 2021 spending 
plan, the weather will have been kind to us, and repair needs won’t be that great. 
However, this winter we are already closely monitoring a couple of situations 
reported by property owners that may contend for our limited resources. We will 
be keeping our fingers crossed.

As always, we would like to thank property owners who willingly partner with 
the PRD and assist in making the limited budget dollars last. Things like keeping 
vegetation and trees cleared away from roadways and channeling property runoff 
into existing drains and culverts help minimize needed road repair and reduce 
PRD spending.

The PRD 102 Committee is currently comprised of Ron Piritz (chair), Charlie 
Marks, Chris Nelson, Steve Robertson, and Paul Schoos. If you have any questions 
or wish to report a non-emergency road issue you can email the PRD committee 
at HiddenMeadowsPRD@yahoo.com or talk to one of the committee members. 
For road issues that are creating an emergency, contact Dominic Anson the County 
Preventive Maintenance Coordinator at 858-571-4255.

PRD Update

(above) Ramona Paving - Roy Allan Crew  (below) Before (above) Men at Work  (below)  After
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By Patricia Fox / Resident
Cousin Leslie and I arrived last night safe & sound 

at the Ballygally Castle Hotel in Ballgally, County 
Antrim after losing the driver’s side mirror to an 
oncoming lorry, coping with the  ubiquitous and 
iniquitous  roundabouts,  navigating our way with a 
paper map – the Tom-tom GPS was worse than use-
less – and hoping the narrow, winding country roads 
would actually lead to our hotel. We were surprised 
and relieved to crest one of the low hills and see the 
Irish Sea and the Ballygally Castle Hotel shining in 
the fading light.

The hotel is not really a castle – the original build-
ing was built in 1625 as a fortified manor house and 
served as a place of refuge for Protestants during the 
civil wars of the 17th and 18th centuries. Our room 
was in the modern addition and was charming, with a 
lovely view over a field with sheep and the Irish Sea. 
And there was good news once I opened my email: 
my dog Skipper was doing much better thanks to 
anti-anxiety medication and thanks to sleepovers by 
doggy cousin Rudy who reassured Skipper that he 
has not been abandoned.

Over the next four days we explored Antrim along 
the Antrim Coast Road, built between 1832 and 1842. 

This changed the way of life for Antrim residents. 
Before this road was built, it was easier to cross the 
Irish Sea to Scotland to buy and sell goods than to 
travel south to Belfast and other Irish towns.  There 
are many small and very scenic towns along the coast, 
most sheltering in the many scallop shaped bays.  We 
stopped at the Bonamargy Friary, noted as the place 
where Julia McQuillen lived and is buried in the 17th 
century. She is known as the “Black Nun” and sup-
posedly prophesied many events that came to pass. 

We marvelled at the Carrick-a-Rede hanging bridge 
between the mainland and a small island; the marvel-
ing was at the sanity at anyone traversing it, especially 
on a day as windy as the one we saw it. Needless to 
say, neither Leslie nor I were at all tempted to try it. 

We wandered about at the Giant’s Causeway, 
impressed by the basalt columns, left by an ancient 
volcanic fissure eruption. We were there on a very 
windy day – so windy I was clutching at posts and 
garbage containers to keep from blowing away. 

We came to Dunluce Castle on a clear and windy 
day. This castle once belonged to the McQuillans, a 
name that occurs in our family tree, and Leslie tried, 
unsuccessfully, to argue that we should not have to 
pay an entrance fee to see a family home. Of course 

the staff did not buy into this argument, and besides, 
we have no evidence that we are descended from “The 
Lords of the Route” or from the poor relations. It is 
an impressive ruin, somewhat marred by the loss of 
the kitchen which fell into the sea.

One afternoon, we had high tea at our hotel – de-
licious, and blessed by a rainbow seen through the 
window overlooking the sea. We wandered through 
the beautiful gardens, and were surprised to see what 
looked like palm trees so far north, but it was a walled 
garden and that may have been how they survived. 

One of the most unusual aspects of this hotel was 
in their breakfast bar – their food was good, but the 
breakfast was noteworthy. They served the usual 
Irish breakfast of streaky bacon, eggs, biscuits, fruit, 
oatmeal, cream, sugar, syrup … The unusual addition 
was a bottle of Bushmills whiskey next to the oatmeal. 
I don’t consume alcohol with breakfast, but on our 
last morning, with Leslie driving, I decided to add the 
Bushmills to my oatmeal – it was surprisingly tasty! 

If/when it is safe to travel again, I want to go back 
to Ireland – the entire island  is beautiful but  Antrim 
is outstanding. I wished we could stay longer, but we 
were off for the west coast of Ireland.

Remember When: Ireland 2015

TravelTravel  CornerCorner

Ballygally Castle Hotel Ballygally Castle Hotel garden

Ballygally Castle Hotel garden View from our room

Ballygally, County Antrim – Ballygally Castle Hotel on far right
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Giant’s Causeway

Carrick-a-Rede hanging bridge

Dunluce Castle

Bonamargy Friary
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Exteriors Also
Beautiful Environment 

Landscape
Specializing in container plantings, 

patios, decks and balconies

All size plants are available.
  Living walls (Coming Soon!)

a great way to grow your herbs and 
succulents

Plants, pots and maintenance

Local Hidden Meadows 
resident/Schuck Family

Family owned and operated since 1952

(619) 296-9035
interiorplantservice.com

Contractor Lic. #676729

AVOID HOSING OFF 
HARD SURFACES

MINIMIZE CAR
WASHING

DON’T OVER WATER
LANDSCAPING

USE CIRCULATING

 WATER
FOUNTAINS

NO WATERING 
AFTER RAINSTORMS

Valley Center Municipal 
Water District

Thanks for
YOUR Help 

LIVE WATER SMART

for rebates and incentives 

visit: vcmwd.org

Escondido
Times-

Advocate

Subscribe
Today

$29/year
$50/2 years

Mailed
weekly to

your mailbox

760.546.4000
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Michael Carlson, D.D.S.
carlsondental.net

• Providing quality dental care to patients of all ages
• Now offering dental implants for missing teeth and denture stability
• We see same day emergencies

Serving Hidden Meadows Residents for 40 Years

(760) 747-2616
726 E. Grand Avenue, Suite A

Escondido, CA 92025
Monday - Thursday 8:00am - 5pm

911:    Immediate emergency
 assistance

211:   Emergency and non-emergency 
county information hotline

Animal services:
619-299-7012

CAL FIRE/Fire
Information hotline:
619-590-3160

California Highway Patrol:
858-637-3800

Deer Springs Fire
Protection District
Station 1 Headquarters:
760-749-8001
Station 2 Deer Springs: 
760-741-5512
Station 3 Hidden Meadows: 760-751-
0820
Burn Permits: 760-749-8001

Road Conditions/ 
Closures: Cal Trans 800-427-7623 or
www.traffic.com

Hidden Meadows News -
Newspaper: 760-297-2900

HELPFUL PHONE NUMBERS

By DISTRICT ATTORNEY SUMMER STEPHAN
The end of the pandemic is in sight. The Pfizer vaccine has been approved by 

the FDA and the first phase of distribution to states has begun. In addition, the 
Moderna vaccine is on the verge of FDA approval. 

Even though the vaccine will eventually be available to all Americans free of 
charge, we are months away from that prospect and the demand will greatly out-
pace the initial supply. Pfizer and eventually Moderna will distribute 100 million 
doses each in the U.S. The distribution of these 200 million doses will be divided 
among the states based on populations.

Only healthcare workers will receive the vaccine through their employers and 
public health agencies in phase one. Additional distribution phases will release 
the vaccine to elder care workers, residents of skilled nursing and long-term care 
centers and first responders before the vaccine is made available to the general 
public. There is no way to buy early access to the vaccine. Any claim that offers 
an opportunity to purchase the vaccine is a scam.

By now, we know that unscrupulous scammers are always waiting for their 
next opportunity and the COVID-19 vaccine is no different. Already bad actors 
have been counterfeiting pharmaceutical company logos for many years and will 
likely quickly move into producing a look-alike vaccine for sale through already 
established illicit supply chains.

Keep these tips in mind to avoid falling for a counterfeit vaccine:
• Fake vaccines may appear early and look genuine. 
• Because vaccine production will continue to increase, enough genuine 

vaccines should be available to all Americans for free by this summer. 
• Scammers understand this and will try to exploit the next six months of 

limited availability by offering bogus opportunities to buy the vaccine early.
• Purchasing a vaccine from an unauthorized distributor is extremely dan-

gerous. 
• Counterfeit drugs are frequently manufactured in unsanitary conditions 

and are usually contaminated.
• For drugs that have long been on the market, such as Viagra, the chemi-

cal structure of the drugs is widely known and can be duplicated, so counterfeit-
ers are able to put some of the active drug in the counterfeit product. 

• However, the COVID-19 vaccine is cutting edge technology. Counter-
feiters will not under any circumstances be able to create a real vaccine. 

• If you buy a vaccine from any source, you are at a heightened risk of 
getting a counterfeit product.

• Even if the product is in an official looking vial, it is not real.
Outside of the U.S., there are two other vaccines in use. Sputnik V in Russia, 

and SinoVac in China and Brazil. Both vaccines were released in their coun-

tries, but are not approved in the U.S. The United Kingdom is currently using 
the Pfizer vaccine but has a vaccine developed by AstraZeneca/Oxford in final 
stages of approval. None of these vaccines have been approved for use in the 
United States. Scammers may attempt to sell these foreign vaccines to desperate 
individuals. Counterfeiters may also attempt to repackage foreign vaccines in 
Pfizer or Moderna packaging.

The light at the end of the tunnel is real, but patience and following sound 
practices including wearing a mask, observing social distancing and frequent 
handwashing are still needed until the vaccine is widely available.

As your District Attorney, I’m committed to increasing communication and 
accessibility between the DA’s Office and the public. I hope these consumer and 
public safety tips have been helpful.

Don’t be fooled by counterfeit COVID-19 vaccines

Between 2014-2018, U.S. fire 
departments responded to an aver-
age 160 home fires that started with 
Christmas trees per year. These fires 
caused an average of two deaths, 14 
injuries, and $10 million in direct 
property damage annually.

Electrical distribution or lighting 
equipment was involved in almost 
half (45%) of home Christmas tree 
fires.

More than one-fifth (22%) of 
the Christmas tree fires, some type 
of heat source, such as a candle or 
equipment, was too close to the tree.

Fifteen percent of Christmas tree 
fires were intentional. 

Roughly three-quarters of Christ-
mas tree fires occurred in December 
or January.

More than two of every five (42%) 
home Christmas tree fires started in 
the living room.

A live Christmas tree burn con-
ducted by the U.S. Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission (CPSC) 
shows just how quickly a dried out 
Christmas tree fire burns, with flash-
over occurring in less than one min-
ute, as compared to a well-watered 
tree, which burns at a much slower 
rate.

Holiday decorations
U.S. fire departments responded to 

an estimated average of 770 home 
structure fires per year that began 
with decorations, excluding Christ-
mas trees, in 2014-2018. These fires 
caused an annual average of two ci-
vilian fire deaths, 30 civilian fire in-
juries and $11 million in direct prop-
erty damage.

Eight percent of decoration fires 
were intentional.

The decoration was too close to 
a heat source such as a candle or 
equipment in more than two of every 
five (44%) fires.

Twenty-two percent of the deco-

ration fires started in the kitchen. 
Sixteen percent started in the living 
room, family room or den. From 
January to November, one-quarter 
(24%) of home decoration fires 
started the kitchen 14% in the living 
room and 4% in the dining room. In 
December, 23% of home decoration 
fires started in the living room, 12% 
in the kitchen, and 11% in the dining 
room. 

One-fifth (21%) of the home deco-
ration fires occurred in December.  

Candles
On average, 21 home candle fires 

were reported each day between 
2014-2018.

Three of every five (60%) candle 
fires started when something that 
could burn, such as furniture, mat-
tresses or bedding, curtains, or deco-
rations, was too close to the candle.

Candle fires peak in December. 
January ranked second. From Janu-
ary through November, 4% of home 
candle fires started with decorations. 
This jumped to 12% in December.

Christmas is the peak day for can-
dle fires with almost three times the 
daily average.     

Holiday cooking
Thanksgiving is the peak day 

for home cooking fires, followed 
by Christmas Day, the day before 
Thanksgiving, and Christmas Eve.

Cooking equipment was involved 
in one of every five (20%) of home 
decoration fires. This can happen 
when a decoration is left on or too 
close to a stove or other cooking 
equipment. 

Fireworks
Ten percent of fireworks fires oc-

cur during the period from Decem-
ber 30 through January 3, with the 
peak on New Year’s Day.

Winter holiday fire 
facts Christmas trees



10 — Hidden Meadows News • January 2021  www.HiddenMeadows.news

Resources
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)
The Deer Springs CERT program is comprised of volunteers who have completed 

a 24-hour training program designed by FEMA that includes instruction in basic 
disaster response skills, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team organiza-
tion, disaster medical operations, ways to improve home and work place safety, 
and how to prepare for an emergency. The volunteers are also trained in CPR, first 
aid, and in the use of a defibrillator. Contact Marc Weissman at 760-525-5170 or 
marcweissman11@gmail.com.

Community Sponsor Group
The members, appointed by the San Diego County Board of Supervisors, meet 

monthly to provide a communication link with the San Diego County Planning 
and Land Use Department. They review and make recommendations on all types 
of land use, building matters and other planning issues that affect our community 
life. Their areas of interest include property north of the city of Escondido, east of 
I-15, south of Old Castle Road, and west of Valley Center. Contact Chairman Jim 
Chagala, at 760 751-2691for more information. 

Deer Springs Fire Safe Council
The mission of the Deer Springs Fire Safe Council (DSFSC) is to preserve lives, 

property and natural resources by mobilizing all members of our community to 
make our neighborhoods fire safe. This is accomplished through the following:

 Education- Through the use of instructional literature, meetings, the web-
site www.deerspringsfiresafecouncil.com and newspaper articles, the Council shall 
disseminate proven measures for fire safety. This information will be provided to 
every district resident at least once each year. 

 Prevention- The council shall take the necessary steps to mitigate future 
wildfires and other uncontrolled fires within the community. 

 Communication- The Council shall acquire and develop the necessary 
capabilities to communicate to all our residents during an emergency event. 

Contact Steve Kerrin at 760-807-1141.

Emergency Communication System
The Deer Springs Fire Safe Council sponsors its own Emergency Communications 

System (ECS) that will call registered residents in the event of an emergency. This 
is a free service provided by local members of the council but you must be regis-
tered to receive a call. A system-wide test is conducted each summer to make sure 
everyone who has registered will receive a test call. Any phone number in the United 
States may be registered. To register, visit www.deerspringsfiresafecouncil.com. 

An information hotline is updated during emergencies or noteworthy events and 
may be called 24/7 at 949-472-1407. Red flags are placed on the “Fire Danger 
Signs” during red flag warnings. 

Hidden Meadows Community Resources and Organizations
Homeowners Associations

The Meadows Homes Association (MHA)  760-749-7278
Rimrock Homeowners Association   760-749-4008
Hidden Meadows Ranch Homeowners Association 760-407-7575
    Silverado Management Services
Oak Meadows Glen Homeowners Association   760-749-4796 

Organizations
Bridge
Weekly bridge is held on Wednesday from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Contact Curt 

Bruce at cbruce9289@aol.com or 442-222-0821. Note that our bridge group is not 
meeting until further notice.

Bunco
There are several women’s Bunco groups in the community, but are independently 

run by groups of women who want to have fun once a month. If interested, consider 
putting an ad in nextdoor.com for other interested residents. 

Garden Club
Everyone in the community who is interested in gardening is invited to participate 

in the Hidden Meadows Garden Club. Monthly events include field trips around the 
county, plant exchanges, plant and garden crafts as well as ongoing exchanges of 
ideas and expertise on the local flora and fauna. Karen Henderson 760-749-3164 
(text messages preferred) or karenh.home@gmail.com

Hidden Meadows Community Foundation (HMCF)
At the heart of the community events and activities lies the Foundation whose 

purpose is fourfold: 
• Beautification programs such as the maintenance of the medians
•  Neighbors Helping Neighbors (temporary assistance for residents in distress)
• Scholarships for residents who are graduating from high school
• Community events 
All donations are tax-deductible and can be sent to HMCF, PO Box 462333, 

Escondido, CA 92046.  For more information, contact Sarah Sealey at sarah@
bretandsarah.com

Ladies Bible Study
 Due to the COVID crisis, the group meets weekly from 9 to 11 am on Tuesday 

mornings from October through May via Zoom, until they can resume in-person 
meetings.  For more information, contact Debbie Hamer at 760-297-1278 or 
Stephanie Swadell, 619-993-4631.

Social Groups
Several social groups have been organized in Hidden Meadows over 

the years for those who want to meet other singles and couples through-
out the community. Typically twelve households make up a group so 
that a gathering can be organized once a month at each other’s homes. 
Each group has its own way of planning the gatherings, such as potluck, 
drink and appetizers, outings, brunch, or hosts providing everything. For 
more information, contact Toni Wozmak at toni.wozmak@hotmail.com

Tennis Club
Current tennis players range from 25 to over 90 years young. Some 

matches are organized according to ability, but most are just fun matches 
where everyone can play. Contact Katy Freeze at 760-749-9722 or 
clarkfreese@gmail.com. 

Women’s Golf Club
The Boulder Oaks Women’s Golf Club is a member of the San Diego 

County Women’s Golf Association and Santa Margarita Women’s Golf 
Association. The latter offers inter-club competitive matches with nearby 
clubs. Thursday is Ladies Day at the course with a variety of tourna-
ment formats played throughout the year. Membership in the Boulder 
Oaks Golf Course is not required for women wishing to join this club. 
Contact Kathy Figueiredo at (818)274-9129 if you are interested in 
knowing more about the club. 

Women’s Social Group
Monthly gatherings at members’ homes for a potluck dinner and con-

versation are a wonderful way to meet new faces in Hidden Meadows. 
For information about upcoming gatherings, send an email to hm-
wsg92026@gmail.com.

Yoga
Free Yoga sessions are available at the Pavilion on Tuesday and 

Thursday mornings at 8:00. Contact Joanne Boessow at 760-751-0261 
or mljab33@cox.net for more information. 
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Give your home 
the protection  
it deserves.

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

Your home is where 
you make some of your 
best memories, and 
that’s worth protecting.  
I’m here to help. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708136

Tim Giblin, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0539191

133 S Escondido Blvd
Escondido, CA  92025

Bus: 760-741-1188

residential & commercial

35 YEARS OWNED & OPERATED IN VALLEY CENTER
Stop by our office and say hello!

Installation • Service • Maintenance

760-749-3667
www.AirCraftsHVAC.comLic #1024275

Offer Valid through 02/28/2021

 
A NEW FURNACE OR AIR 

CONDITIONING UNIT 
REPLACEMENT

WINTERWINTER
SPECIALSPECIAL
$300 

OFF

By Idalia Rewar
I was reviewing a magazine and found a recipe for latkes.  These are like a potato 

pancake that goes really well with apple sauce.  So you start out with peeling the needed 
potatoes, which I did – no problem. Then I decided to put the peels in the garbage 
disposal.  Mind you, I usually do not use the garbage disposal that often, however, the 
devil made me do it this time.  So I turned the motor and it ground the peels and I went 
on to the rest of my recipe.  

When using the disposal again, the motor turned, but gooky stinky black water backed 
up and would not drain.  I tried turning it on and off to no avail.  Oh, oh, visions of $$ 
and plumbers  runeth through my head. Therefore, I started with the holistic approach: 
stuck my hand in the sink hole – nothing in there.  Took a long wooden spoon, stuck 
it in the hole and shoved it back and forth, up and down, then with the motor on and 
off… quickly, otherwise you will have a maimed spoon … nada.  Went to Google for 
remedies:  put salt with water running… nada.  Mix ½ vinegar with ¼ baking soda – 
that created a magical poof of a witches chemical reaction, threw it in the sink.. nada.  

On to the videos.  Watched a video or two and decided to get underneath and get ac-
quainted with the little rascal.  At the bottom of the disposal is a hole where you insert 
an Allen wrench and twist it to get the disposal running.  Tried it,  to no avail because 
the wrench was too thin.  But now to the mysterious moment – take apart the pipes and 
you will find the hidden treasure (the clog) maybe.  

Oh mama mia, the lengths I go to, to save a buck!  Be sure to put a towel underneath 
and a pan for the displaced water.  You only have to loosen 2 pipes, they are cv plastic, 
so easy to turn, but get your face out of the way, carefully, because when it finally comes 
loose, from the pressure, a burst of yakky water comes out.  Then you wait till the backup 
water comes out completely, inspect the pipes, one pipe was absolutely clean, but the 
one closest to the disposal was clogged with debris.  Took a long file and cleaned it all 
out.  Replaced the pipes to its natural state.  

Went back to the sink, all the stinky black goop was gone, turned the water on and 
disposal on and it worked like a dream.  Kiss, kiss, kiss.  Whoa, never done that in my 
life.  I have to add part time plumber to my resume.  Just saved myself a few bucks.  By 
the way, the latkes were delicious.  Yummy…

LATKES
8 potatoes -- bowl with salted water   
4 eggs 
2 tbsp flour   
2 tbsp grated onions  
¼ tsp salt
¼ tsp pepper

Peel potatoes, cut in quarters and put in salt water, then shred in processor
Put in colander, Squeeze water out of potatoes
Mix eggs, potatoes, onions and flour, mix all ingredients together
Make patties, fry in oil 

Plumbing, Potatoes and Latkes

Linda Collins / Resident
I walk in the neighborhood a lot and I have probably collected nearly a 

hundred of these little airplane size liquor bottles that have been thrown 
out along Mountain Meadow Rd. and other streets.  Many are flavored 
alcohol, cinnamon seems to be a favorite.  I find whiskeys, vodkas, and 
more so this person isn’t especially picky.

 I thank the many people who pick up trash along our streets and beg 
of those who litter to just plain STOP.  We have such a beautiful neigh-
borhood.  I just can’t fathom why people would do this.

Littering

& PROVIDING 
SERVICE FOR 
YOUR PET.

WE ARE 
OPEN

During this crucial shelter-in-place order 
we know that your pets still need care. It 
is vital to remember that your pet’s health 
is still important. We are available to you 

to assist in the care of your pet. 

Please give us a call if you have any 
concerns at all regarding your pet.

760-743-2751

Let’s continue to be healthy together. ~ Dr. Knox
320 E. 2nd Ave. • Escondido, CA 92025



12 — Hidden Meadows News • January 2021  www.HiddenMeadows.news

Who’s Selling Hidden Meadows?
DAVE BUCKLEY

PENDING LISTINGS

SOLD LISTINGS

The proof is all over the map!

Call Dave for a FREE MARKET ANALYSIS for your home

Top 4% of Berkshire Hathaway Sales Associates Nationwide
Top 100 Agents in Sales & Production

CalDRE #01881295

760.419.6900
DaveBuckleyRealtor@gmail.com

Dave Buckley, REALTOR®

What’s Happening in 
HIDDEN MEADOWS?

**Data from SANDICOR, Inc. for 11/26/2020—12/28/2020 and represents properties listed or 
sold by various brokers. If your property is currently listed this is not meant as a solicitation.**

ACTIVE LISTINGS

DAVE
DAVEDAVE

DAVEDAVE

DAVE
DAVE

DAVE

DAVEDAVE

DAVE

DAVE

DAVE

DAVE

DAVE
DAVE

DAVE

DAVE

DAVE

Local Area Specialist

DAVE

DAVE

Meadow Glen Way West

Mountain Meadow Road

Alps Way

$674,900 

$2,500,000 

$1,475,000  

ADDRESS LIST PRICE

26838 Mountain Meadow Road

28440 Mountain Meadow Road

28142 Par View Court

28221 Stonington Way

$714,000 

$935,000 

$700,000 

$719,000 

ADDRESS LIST PRICE SOLD PRICE

$695,000 - $750,000

$949,000 

$679,000 

$719,000   

Pinion Trail

Alps Way

Grassy Way

Meadow Glen Way East

E Meadow Glen Way E

Faircrest Way

Rocky Ridge

Oak Ranch Lane

Meadow Mesa Lane

ADDRESS

$889,900 

$1,499,000 

$629,000 

$739,000 

$727,000 

$849,000 

$740,000 

$539,000 

$988,000   

LIST PRICE

* When you list with me and complete a successful close of Escrow.$1,000 for You!*

DAVE

DAVE

DAVE

DAVE

DAVE

DAVE

760-749-1111
www.CosmicSolar.com

• Solar Installation 
• Roof Replacement
Eliminate Your Electric Bill 

With No Money Down!

A Company You Can Trust!

COSMIC SOLAR 
NOW DOES SOLAR 

AND ROOFING!

(760) 913-5263
(520) 820-7590 Mobile & Text

CA License #0K02823
Complimentary Consultations

Your Trusted Local Broker
For Medicare Health Plans

Every person receives Diane’s personalized care throughout the year.

Specializing in Medicare Health Plans
Have you lost your Employer Health Plan?

Are you about to turn 65?
Have you recently moved 

to San Diego County?


